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PREFACE.

Towards the close of last year, I was called
upon by the Syndicate of the University of Travan-
core to deliver a course of five lectures on Champu-
kavyas in Malayalam, mainly for the benefit of the
students appearing in that subject for the B. A.
Honours Degree Examination of the University in
1941. Those lectures were, in due course, delivered
and they are now included in this book, They have
been here and there revised and expanded so as to
meet the requirements of a wider circle of readers.

This is the first time that an attempt of this
kind has been made in regard to Champu literature
in Malayalam. So early as 1907, I delivered a
lecture on this very subject, bringing several new
facts to light, and that lecture has been included in
my Vijnanadipika, Vol. I. Since then, I have been
strenuously endeavouring to collect further informa-
tion of a valuable nature on Bhashachampus from
diverse sources. In the result, I have been able, in
the present work, to narrate the history of Champu
literature in Malayalam, from the fourteenth century
down to the present time, in a fairly exhaustive
manner. Some of the Champus dealt with in this
volume are out of print and some others have
appeared only in old magazines which are not easily
available for reference, while yet others lie embedded
in manuscript libraries without seeing the light of



day. I have ircluded every Champu, published or
unpublished, so far known, in this book, and attempt-
ed to give an idea.of its contents, with the help
of copious quotations. Itis hoped that my work
will be of interest and profit not only to the students
of Malayalam, but also to those who wish to read
and enjoy good literature in that language. How
far 1 have succeeded in the achievement of my object
I must leave to dispassionate and discerning critics
to judge.

It is hardly necessary for me to add that re-
search in the history of our literature is still in an in-
fantile stage and that it is only as time advances
that it will be in a position to claim accuracy and
perfection. In spite of all my intensive work along
this line extending now for a period of over four de-
cades, I do not expect this book to be free from de-
fects. I shall be profoundly grateful to all scholars
who may be able to throw further light on the
Champus herein dealt with or to communicate to me
the existence of Champus which I have not yet been
privileged to peruse. I promise that properuse will
be made of the knowledge so derived, when the next
edition of the book comes to be published.

Trivandrum, }

14—11—1941 S. Paramesvara Aiyar.
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