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PREFACE,

The drunken revelry of a Kdapalika with his female
companion, his falling out with'a hypocritical Sikyabhikshu
believing him to have stolen his  Kapala (alms-bowl) which had
been carried away by a dog, his having vecourse to a degene-
rate Pasupata for the scttlement of disputes and finaily the
recovery of the Kapala from a madman are in brief the inci-
dents that make uap the plot of the Prahasana.  The styvle is
simple and beautiful and is suited to the humorous character
of the play.

It is evident from the Sthapani of the play that it was
written by a Ning of the Pallava dynasty named Mahendra-
vikrama Varma, son of Simha Vishnu Varma. This Mahen-
dravikrama Varma can be identified with the Mahendra
Varman I, mentioned in a number of South Indian Pallava
inscriptions as the son and successor of the early Pallava King
Simhavishuu (575-600 A. D.) and as having borne a number
of titles. Tor, we know from the Mahendra-Viadi Inseription
that Gunabhara built a cave temple *Murdri griha’,* and
from the Vallam Inscription that Gunabhara ix known by the
name ‘“Mahendra Potarayan”.  The two cave inscriptions at
Trickinopoly} disclose that Gunabhara was a Pallava King
and had the title Satrumalla.  Rao Bahadur Venkayya M. A.
in his article “Inscriptions in the Trichinopoly cave” contri-
buted to the Director General’s Archwological Survey
Annual for 1903-04 (pp. 270 f£.) gives the contents of a
damaged inscription which consist of the titles Mahendra-
vikrama, Mattavilaxa and Avanibhdjana which were held by
Gunabhara,  Of these titles held by one and the same person,
Mahendravikrama evidently seems to e his own name, and
Gunabhara and others his titles.  Mahendra is a shortened
form of Mahendravikrama Varma. The title Satrumalla might

* Vide Epigraphia Indica ‘ol IV.p 152. i Sce Bouth Indian

Inscriptions Val. |. pp. 28-30
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have been obtained by him pn account of his valour in van-
quishing enemies, which is mentiotied in the concluding line
of tiie play ‘TraearaEg wigTRtARARION AT &1’ | The title
Avanibhiijana is referred to in the 4th Pada of the Mangala
Sloka ‘@ smgrafawe= =g av t3=: FoEt 7w’ and the titles
Gunabhara and Mattavilisa are also found in the words of
Natl in the Sthipana ‘Seamquaaataamcgan’.  The title
Gunabhara might have heen given to him as he was the seat
of all the virtues described in the verse ‘TIFAFMTAETITN:
Fifa: gar s@meH’ (. 3.). 1t is probably on account of the term
Avanibhajana happily employed in the line ‘@ smgmatawae
fFag & fem @t 7w’ so as to suggest the central incident
of the plot namely ‘the handing over the vessel’, that the
author was known by the title Avanibhajana.  Similarly the
title Mattavilasa might have been conferred on him as it was
aptly placed in the sentence ‘SEaunR@IE@@’ to suggest
the name of the play also.

The author Maher.dravikrama Varma Hourished in the
early part of the 7Tth century A. D.. as he is known to be a
contemporary of Chalukya Pulakesin II. who came to the
throne on 609 A. D, '

My thanks arc due to Rao Bahadur H. Krishna Sastri
B. A., Officiating Lipigraphist for the Government of India,
for helping me with references to inscriptions relating to
Mahendra Varman L.

The cdition of this work is based on two pglm-leaf
manuscripts in Malayalam characters. about threc centuries
old. *One of them was obtained by me from? the Manali-
kkara Mathom in South Travancore in the year 190%, and
the other manuscript from Mr. Nilakanthan Chakyar of Man-
ganam in North Travancore in the year 1914,

Trivandrum, )

18¢h May 1917. | T. GANAPATI SASTRT.

% A {ranscript of the manu-cript was lent. some <ix months ago, at
his request to Mr. T. A Ctopinatha Rao, M. A. Superintendent of Arche-
ology. Travancore. and he has published an article on the work “Matta-
vilasa-Prahasana” in the Madras Christian College Magazine.
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