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SOME OPINIONS.

——e————

J. RAMAYYA PANTULU, B.A., B.L., Chatrman,
Telugu Board of Studies of the Andhra University,
Founder of the Telugu Academy, Retired Presidency
Magistrate and Retired Member of the Legislative
Assembly.

I have gone through a proof copy of the Telugu
poem Kridabhiramam edited by Mr. V. Prabhakara
Sastry. The edition contains more verses than the one
published by Manavelli Ramakrishnakavi some years
ago, and also a long preface the bulk of which is devoted
to show that the poem is the work of the great poet
Srinatha and not of its ostensible author Vinukonda
Vallabhamatya. Both the poem and the preface contain
verses which ave grossly obscenme. It is therefore neces-
sary to restrict the circulation of the book so that it may
not fall into the hands of those who are likely to abuse it.
It appears that the publishers are alive to this and pro-
pose to take necessary precautions.

I am not one of those who think that obscene books
should be suppressed altogether. Such books some-
times throw much light on the history of a people, lite-
rary, cultural and social and Kridabhiramam is one of
such books.

12th November, 1928. (Sd) J. RAMAYYA.

B e ]
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M. VENKATARANGIAH, mA. ur., Principal,
RE. V. College, Nellore; and Dewan of Vijayanagaram
(retired).

The work entitled Kridabhiramam was written by
Srinatha, one of the greatest of the Telugu poets. It is
characterised by all those poetic qualities associated with
the writings of that prince among poets. But there are
init a very large number of verses which are against the
ordinary cannons of decency and good taste and are
evidently obscene, on this ground objection may be raised
to its publication. It hashowever to be noted that the
book throws a flood of light on social conditions in the
great kingdom of Telingana under Prataparudra; and
as such its value to students of research and historians is
immense. There is no other book which has a similar
value to historical scholars. On this ground it deserves
publication provided that steps are taken to limit its
circulation among scholars only. I am strongly of opi-
nion that no obstacles should be placed in the way of its
being published.

31st October, 192S. (Sd.) M. VENKATARANGIAH.



3

P. CHENCHIAH, B.A., M.L., Advocate, Author of
Telugu Literature of the Heritage of India Series.

I have glanced thro' the poem and the extremely
valuable introduction of Mr. Prabakara Sastri. I think
publication of such books as the present is more needed
than of poems in the Kavva style which exhibit origi-
nality neither in subject nor treatment. The poemis a
living chronicle of the sccial life of the day and gives us
authentic information ina more interesting way than dry
inscriptions. The obscenity of some of the verses is
undeniable but I understand the publishers will take
care to restrict the circulation to scholars and persons
in whose hands the book will not be a source of danger;
and not to make it available for the general public.

(8d.) P. CHENCHIAH.
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P. V. RAJAMANNAR, B.A., B.L, Editor of the
Telugu Journai “ Kala.”

Telugu literature abounds so mu:h in stereo-typed
Kavyas steeped in an atmosphere of poetic conventions
almost entirely unrelated to the actual life of the people
that one seizes on a poem like *‘ Kridabhiramam > with
pardonable avidity. It portrays for us the actual life in
a medieval Telugu City, Ekasila, with a remarkable
vividness and intimacy. The poem has also considerable
poetic merit being in the matured style of the great
Srinatha. The long introduction of Mr. Prabhakara
Sastry, one of our ablest literary critics is very valuable
and contains new information based on original research.
The poem and the introduction no doubt contain verses
which are obscene and revolting to modern taste but the
publishers have done well in issuing it only for private
circulation. And in a scholars edition there is no need
for expurgation.

19th November, 1928. (Sd.) P. V. RAJAMANNAR.
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A complete edition of Kridabhiramam is now
published for the first time with a masterly introduction
by the well-known Telugu scholar and eritic, Mr. V. Pra-
bhakara Sastry of Madras. The Editor has taken much
pains to show that the real author of the poem is
Brinadha, the great Telugu poet of the medieval times.
There is considerable force m his argument which is
mainly based on internal evidence, and it is to be trusted
that Telugu scholars will duly appreciate it. Mean-
while, it may be stated that literary circles in the Andhra
country will be most interested in the poem itself. Whe-
ther it is a mere translation of a great sanskrit work by
an obscure Telugu poet, or an original production of the
great Srinadha, the poem is a unique one. It has much
literary merit. Its choice diction, bold metaphors, brist-
ling wit, fun and frolic-—all these show that it must be
the work of a master poet. It is therefore no wonder
the learned editor should come to the conclusion that
that the poem was written by the great Telugu poet of
the time. But to the mmodern reader the poem is even
more of social than of literary interest. It is a runming*
commentary on contemporaneous social life in the Andhra
country.

The poem is a vidhi, a species of the Indian Drama
which has for its objeGE the presentation of pen-pictures
of street scenes. Two young gallants, Manchana and
Tittibha, set ont on a pleasure trip to Warrangal, the
capital of Andhra Desa. The one isa cultured fashionble
Brahmin youth and the other a shrewd Vysya youngman.
The sights and sounds met with on the road-side of the
great medieval city are described with great gusto by the
Brahmin voluptuary. It is not for nothing that he takes
for his companion a Vysya vouth. The latter is the purse-
keeper of the party and has to find, besides funds for the
journey, any missing links of information such as the
account he gives of the strange ointment sold in the
market | Here are pictures of the social life of the
Andhra country in the middle ages, pertaining to the
middle or lower middle class of the community. Tailors
and basket-makers, gamblers and venal beauties, sculp-
tures and paintings, pageants in honour of (Gods and
heroes, the Brahmin Hotel which caters to the best taste
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at a rupee a meal, young widows whose austerities have
no bearing on personal character, snake-charmers and
dancing girls, cock-fights and ram-fights—all these are
vividly and unreservedly described in these pages.

I do not know if there is any other Telugu work
extant which presents such a graphic picture of life in
the middle ages in the Telugu country. Srinadha is the
Byron of Telugu Literature. He has the virtues and the
vices of the English poet. His poetry is virile, realistic
and scholarly. He travelled much and was highly respected
in the Courts of the great Andhra Kings. Like Byron he
was an incorrigible voluptuary. And finally his poetry also
is autobiographical, though not to sucha large measure.
But the work before us, besides being Byronian, is
Chaucerian in its character. The * gat-toothed wife of
Bath,” the “Miller with the thumb of Gold,” the “gentle
pardoner” the “somnour with the Cherubrin’s face”—all
these have their counterparts in this telugu poem. In the
middle ages, alike in the East and in the West people did
not like to put on much disguise. This accounts for a
certain childish grossness in the characters. Extreme
superstition co-existed with worst sensuality. And the
Telugu poet seems to have fancied that unbridled gross-
nessin real life justified grossness of representation equally
unrestrained !

But times have happily changed. Alike the taste of
cultured people and the requirements of law demand a
more healthy, more respectable poetry- Still it would be
a pity if poetry of the type of Kridabhiramam were
suffered to die on any account. With the precautions
the publishers promise, there ought to be no objection to
the publication of a scholars’ edition of the work. No
Englishman would agree to the suppression of any of the
“ Canterbury Tales " or of the poems of Byron. A work
like this is equally dear to the Telugu scholar. If pre-
cautions in regard to publication are necessary in the
interests of public morality, they must not go the
length of stifling what is best in the work of the masters
of a past age.

GUNTUR, } (8d.) R. VENKATASIVUDU,

28-—1—'29-7 Formerly Principal, V.R. College, Nellore.
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