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List of contents for text on Dioxin and dioxin-like compounds currently on Wikipedia and for submitted (preprint) text, as well as reviewer 

comments  

Additional reviewer comments are in track to help provide a direct connection to comments and highlight markings placed in the pdf. Highlight in the pdf is used to mark expressions, wordings 

etc, which are in need of revision to reach an appropriate scientific level and/or other type of clarity. Pdf was somewhat different from the version that I first received and commented on. I 

have not compared the two versions at all in a systematic way but expect that they are more or less identical. 

 List of Content for Current text on Wikipedia  
Text started 2008 if I understand right; numerous 
edits over the years the last ones in September 2019. 
Note in green refers to where the corresponding text can be 
found in the preprint structure   

Headings in Preprint text for WikiJournal of Medicine 
Submitted to replace currently available Wiki-text.  
There is no numbering of headings – would be useful to include. 
For comparison reviewer introduced numbering of sections from A 
to P (below in brackets) 
 

Reviewer comments based on  
1) comparison between the pre-print text and the current Wiki-text  
2) scientific content of preprint text 
 
 

  Abstract Was not part of version 1.  
See few comments in pdf. 

0 General  Introduction (no heading) Captured in A 
 

General introduction (A) 1) The preprint text under General introduction is kind of a summary 
and personal author reflection on the topic/the paper, while the 
currently available Wiki-text starts by defining the basic chemistry 
and nomenclature; see section Chemistry (B) in preprint. 
 
2) No further scientific comment at this stage 
 
See few comments in pdf. 

1 Toxicity 
1.1 Mechanism of Toxicity (See F-comment) 
1.2 Toxicity in Animals (See H-comment) 
1.3 Human toxicity (See J-comment) 
1.4 Carcinogenicity (See H and J-comments) 
1.5 Risk Assessment (See J-comment; In need of 

update) 
1.6 Controversy (Not available as such in preprint 

text) 

Chemistry (B) 1) The preprint text on chemistry is comparable to General 
introduction of current Wiki-text (0) 
 
2) No further scientific comment 
 
See few comments in pdf. 

2 Human Intake and levels (See I-comment) Sources (C) 1) The preprint text of Sources can be directly compared to chapter 
4.1 of the current Wiki-text. A merge of the two texts would be 
more relevant than replacement.  
 
2) The preprint text needs editing both language and science-wise. A 
few examples of non-scientific expressions, probably reflecting the 
personal view of the author include the following: 
-are not a problem ….. are much more problematic… is not good… in 
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reasonable control…  
Concrete example comments to be added in pdf 
 
See few comments in pdf.   

3 Uses (Not available in preprint text; text is useful) Environmental Fate (D) 1) The preprint text of Environmental Fate can be compared to 
chapter 4.2 of the current Wiki-text. A merge of the two texts would 
be more relevant than replacement.  
 
2) The box in the preprint text is good; however the “confusion-
terminology” is not very scientific and should be deleted. Also it is a 
good idea to add also atto-gram. 
 
See few comments in pdf. 

4 Sources 
4.1 Environmental sources (See C-comment) 
4.2 Environmental persistence and bioaccumulation 
(See D-comment)  
4.3 Fate of dioxins in human body (See  E-comment) 
4.4 Sources of human exposure (See I-comment) 

Toxicokinetics: absorption, distribution and elimination (E) 1) The preprint text of Toxicokinetics… is a well motivated extension 
of chapter 4.3 of the current Wiki-text. A merge of the two texts 
would be more relevant than replacement.  
 
2) No scientific comments at this stage 
 
See minor comment in pdf. 

5 Dioxins and sugarcane (Not available in preprint text) Mechanism of action: the Aryl Hydrocarbon Receptor (F) 1) The preprint text of Toxic effects in humans can be compared to 
chapter 1.1 of the current Wiki-text. Here it is clear that the preprint 
text is much more comprehensive and up-to-date.  
 
2) Concrete example comments to be added in pdf  
 
See few comments in pdf. 

6 TEF values (See G-comment) Toxicity equivalents (G) 1) The preprint text of Toxicity equivalents can be compared to 
chapter 6 of the current Wiki-text. A merge of the two texts would 
be more relevant than replacement. 
 
2) No scientific comments at this stage 
 
See few comments in pdf. 

7  Dioxin screening (Not available in preprint text) Toxic effects in wild animals (H) 1) The preprint text of Toxic effects in wild animals has no 
corresponding text in the current Wiki-text.  
 
2) The pre-print text would be better placed after the Chapter on 
laboratory animals. The text is also in need of a more clear structure 
and aim. Better to delete text such as –difficult to sort out – difficult 
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to assess – along with overfishing- . Text referring to experimental 
data should not be included here. Brominated compounds have not 
been introduced in the introduction/chemistry sections; need to be 
done if to be mentioned in this section. See recent EFSA dioxin 
assessment (2018) for more up-to date information on domestic 
animals, which should have a separate heading or be mentioned in 
the heading next to wild animals. Overall, important information to 
be stressed in this section is that observed effects in wildlife largely 
correspond to experimental observations and observations in 
humans – such text is currently missing.  
 
See comments in pdf. 
 

8 References (See P-comment) Human intake and concentrations (I) 1) The preprint text of Human intake and concentrations include 
well motivated extensions of sections in chapter 4.4 of the current 
Wiki-text. A merge of the two texts would be more relevant than 
replacement. 
 
2) In this preprint text it would be useful to more clearly spell out 
when data and conclusions come from regulatory agency work such 
EFSA or an individual research study.  Likewise, it is important to 
spell out that breast milk exposure lead to exceedance of TDI, even 
though the decrease is big. Could be mentioned in this section by 
referring to the more detailed text on this topic in the Risk text. 
Figure 6-text – “much higher in the past” add when this was, which 
decade. In the past may refer to historical times. Figure 7 – refs 
should be given as numbers. 
 
See comments in pdf. 

9 External links (Not in preprint text; useful to keep 
and update) 

Toxic effects in humans (J) 
-Accidents, contamination episodes and occupational risks 
-Risks connected with low exposures of general population 

1) The preprint text of Toxic effects in humans can be compared to 
chapter 1.3 and 1.4 of the current Wiki-text. Here it is clear that the 
preprint text is much more comprehensive and up-to-date. Still a 
merge could be well motivated not to lose important text.  
 
2) Concrete example comments to be added in pdf subsection-by-
subsection  
 
See comments in pdf. 
 

  Laboratory studies & their relevance in risk assessment (K) 
-The most conspicuous acute toxic effects in adult animals 

1) The preprint text of Laboratory studies… can be compared to 
chapter 1.2 and 1.4 of the current Wiki-text. Here it is clear that the 
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-Developmental effects 
-Multigenerational and transgenerational effects 
-Cancer in laboratory animals 

preprint text is more comprehensive, up-to-date and with another 
structure. Still a merge could be well motivated not to lose 
important text.  
 
2) Concrete example comments to be added in pdf subsection-by-
subsection  
 
See comments in pdf. 
 

  Interactions of dioxins with microbes&immune systems (L) 1) The preprint text of Interactions of dioxins has no 
correspondence in the current Wiki-text. 
 
2) This text is not very useful in a Wiki-article. As the author says - 
not much is known – outside the scope of this review. A big part is 
about AHR biology and has nothing to do with dioxins. Use of 
immune systems in plural is confusing.  
 
See comments in pdf. 
 

  Conclusions (M) 1) The preprint text Conclusion has no correspondence in the 
current Wiki-text. 
 
2) Concrete example comments to be added in pdf  
 
See comments in pdf. 

  Additional information (N) 
-Acknowledgements 
-Competing interests 
-Ethics statement 

1) The preprint text Additional information has no correspondence 
in the current Wiki-text. 

  Notes (O) Text on Notes can be handled in preprint text G 

  References (P) 1) The preprint text includes 222 refs. Even one from 2020 can be 
compared to the current Wiki-text, which includes 79 refs the most 
recent from 2019. 

    

    

 


