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A good attempt was made by the authors to estimate the 20 

number of lost lives from cervical cancer ,which can be 21 

prevented by implementing screen & treat approach of 22 

cervical screening . 23 

The authors have calculated the outcome measures like 24 

cancer deaths prevented and lives saved based on the 25 

similar programs that are taking place in the neighboring  26 

African countries. This may not reflect the actual situation 27 
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of their country. It is idealistic to project the process 28 

measures of their country - like number of women 29 

screened with screen positives , no. of  screen positive 30 

women treated in the same visit, no.of women  referred 31 

,and the detection rates of precancerous lesions if the 32 

program is integrated into routine health care system , 33 

before arriving at the outcome measures . This will 34 

facilitate to arrive at an accurate way of estimating lost 35 

benefits in South Africa. Hence the methodology of the 36 

study needs revision.  37 


