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Wikiversity Journal of Medicine is 

• An open access journal, free both for readers 
and for publication of articles.  

• Started in 2014. 

• Hosted by Wikimedia Foundation, the same 
organization that hosts Wikipedia. 



Wikipedia 

• An encyclopedia that anyone can edit. 

• 50% to 70% of physicians use Wikipedia as a 
source for health care information. 
Heilman JM, West AG. Wikipedia and Medicine: Quantifying Readership, Editors, and the Significance of Natural Language. J Med Internet Res 2015;17(3):e62. PMID: 25739399 

 

• Similar rate of errors compared to 
Encyclopædia Britannica.  
Giles, J. (2005). "Internet encyclopaedias go head to head". Nature 438 (7070): 900–1.Bibcode:2005Natur.438..900G. doi:10.1038/438900a.PMID 16355180 

• Biggest issue is lack of information. 
Clauson, K. A; Polen, H. H; Boulos, M. N K.; Dzenowagis, J. H (18 November 2008). "Scope, Completeness, and Accuracy of Drug Information in Wikipedia". Annals of 
Pharmacotherapy 42 (12): 1814–1821. doi:10.1345/aph.1L474. PMID 19017825. 

• Also a shortage of images. Can not simply use 
any image on the Internet, due to copyright. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Giles_(reporter)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibcode
http://adsabs.harvard.edu/abs/2005Natur.438..900G
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://dx.doi.org/10.1038/438900a
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PubMed_Identifier
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/16355180
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Digital_object_identifier
https://dx.doi.org/10.1345/aph.1L474
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PubMed_Identifier
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/19017825


Purpose 

Wikiversity Journal of Medicine amends these 
weak points. 

 

 

 

 

Example: 



A submitted 

article containing 

images.  

 



 

Images are 

integrated into 

Wikipedia articles. 

The submitting 

authors do not 

need to perform 

this step.  

 



A review is 
submitted: 

 



Before                      After  

The text is used to expand 
Wikipedia articles: 



Gives many readers more useful  
Internet searches. 

Wikipedia is the 7th most visited 

webpage in the Internet. 
"How popular is wikipedia.org?". Alexa Internet. 

^ Alexa Top 500 Global Sites".alexa.com. 

 

Benefit 

http://www.alexa.com/siteinfo/wikipedia.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexa_Internet
http://www.alexa.com/topsites


These images now appear in 

articles with a total of 254 808 

readers per month. 



Average of 10 000 to 100 000 readers per month 
for each publication. 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine/View_count 

https://en.wikiversity.org/wiki/Wikiversity_Journal_of_Medicine/View_count


Article 

Peer review 

The process 

Editorial board 

Publication 



ICMJE recommendations 

International Committee of Medical Journal Editors 

• Guidelines for journal structure, peer reviews 
and peer reviewers 
 
www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf 

 

http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf
http://www.icmje.org/icmje-recommendations.pdf


Peer reviewers: 

Medical experts. 

Rating of 

method and 

results. 

Rating of text and 

images. 

Addition to what we 

know. 

Scores on 

certain para- 

meters. 

Conflicts of 

interest 

A preferable 

peer review, 

including: 



Editorial board 
Decides what works to include in the journal, 

based largely on peer reviews. 

 

7 persons:  

• 3 from Europe, 3 from America, 1 from Africa. 

• 5 medical doctors, 1 medical student, 1 PhD. 
 

Editor-in-chief:  
Having final responsibility for operations and 
policies 



Examples of submitted works 

• Case studies (with informed consent) 

• Theses 

• Reviews 

 

 

Benefit for Wikipedia is not a requirement. 

 



Informed consent 

Rules of thumb: 

• Identifiable patient (picture of face, 
recognizable description): Written 

• Unidentifiable: Verbal or written 

 

Approval by an ethics committee is optimal. 



Written consent 

    I accept that the details from this health care 
visits are used for scientific work, including 
publishing online, and which may include my 
approximate age and gender. Otherwise, the 
work will be de-identified as much as possible, 
that is, no name or social security number will 
be mentioned. 

    Signature: 

   ______________________________________ 



Advantages 

of publishing in Wikiversity Journal of Medicine: 

• The works do not end up in an archive. 

• Many readers practically means a high impact. 

 

 

 

 



In development 

Indexing in PubMed. 

• Facilitating for scholars to find our articles. 

• Requires at least 40 articles. 

 

Split from Wikiversity 



Questions? 


